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(see Role 7<ll€ and Section 607 oflhe Administrative Instmctions under ttie FCT). 
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FNTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/158I0 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regaid to the etenents of the imematicmal applicatkm:* 
the international application as oiiginally filed 
the description: 



pages 
pages . 
pages . 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



NONE 



. filed with the letter of 



^ claims: 



pages . 
pages 
pages 
pages . 



^-116 



NONE 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

. as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 



pages 
pages . 
pages 



1-43 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

. filed with the demand 



NONE 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages _ NONE 

pages 

pages 



, filed with the letter of . 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



NONE 



_ , filed with the letter of . 



2 With regaixJ to tf^iatigasgs^aB the elements marka^ 
* the intOTiationa} applicatkm was filed, unless otherwi^ 
These elements wwe available OTfiirnidKd to this Author — wtucnis. 

{~j the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 
rn the language of the translatiOTftimished for the 
or 553). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in printed form. 

I j filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

I I fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

j j furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed| has been fiimished. 

□ The stateiTient that the information recorded in computer readable fomi is identical to the writen sequence listing has 
been fumished. 



4 [x] amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

Q the description, pages 

CH the claims, Nos. 



NONE 



[xl the drawings, sheetstftg 



5- rn This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been fiimished to the receiving Office in response to an '"^'/f^'^" '^^^^^^ 
m^Srtport as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendmems (Rules 70 J6 

and 70 J7). ^ ^, 
*Mfiv replacement sheet containing such amen dments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report, 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) witb regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting sncb statement 



1. statement 



Novelty (N) Claims '-ig"? YES 

Claims NONE NO 

iDventive Step (IS) Claims YES 

aaims NONE NO 

Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims Jii^Z YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. citations and explanations (Rale 70.7) 

Claims 1-127 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article S3(2H**). because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest that set 
forth in independent claims I and 20. namely a method for targeting advertisements to subscribers in an electronic book 
distribution system in which an electronic book having advertising spot locations is provided with one or more advertisement 
spots for each of the locations in accordance with a spot retrieval plan. The prior art further fails to teach or fairly suggest 
that set forth in independent claim 30* nan^ly a method for targeting advertbements to subscribers in an electronic book 
distribution system in which a package of targeted advertisements, a group assignment matrix, and a retrieval plan are provided 
to book terminals and stored in memory, one or more electronic books with spot locations are provided to the terminals, and 
a comparison is made with the group assignment matrix and the reuieval plan to determine advertisements to display in 
particular spot locations. The prior art further fails to teach or fairly suggest that set forth in independent claim S6» namely 
a method for assigning targeted advertisements to multiple spot locations in an electronic book delivery system in which 
targeted advertisements are assigned to successive spot locations based on ranidngs dictated by the groups of viewers associated 
with target categories of targeted advertisennents. The prior art further fails to teach or fairly suggest that set forth in 
independent claim 37, namely a method for targeting advertising to at least one subscriber tn an electronic book order and 
distribution system in which data associated with the electronic books which have been read is analyzed and correlated to 
advertisement categories for the purpose of transmitting advertisements to subscribers. The prior art further fails to teach or 
fairly suggest that set forth in independent claim 5*. namely a method for targeting advertisements to a plurality of electronic 
books in which a primary and an alternate advertisement are assigned to a book from a package of advertisements, and in which 
each viewer is assigned to a group to create a group assignment matrix such that a retrieval plan is generated instructing 
viewers to select an advertisement from memory for display based on the group (Continued on Supplemental Sheet.) 
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VI. Certain documents cited 



L Certain pnblislied Jocuiuents (Rule 70.10) 



Application No. 
Patent Na 



Publication Date 
( day/ month/year) 



FlIiDg Date 
(day/monih/yeaT) 



Priority date (vaUd claini) 
(day/month/year) 



US, A. 5.957.695 


28 SEPTEMBER 1999 


15 FEBRUARY 1996 


NONE 


US, A, 5,9«6,690 


16 NOVEMBER 1999 


07 NOVEMBER 1994 


NONE 


US, A, 6,034.680 


07 MARCH 2000 


30 APRIL 1997 


NONE 


US, A, 6,052,717 


18 APRIL 2000 


23 OCTOBER 1996 


NONE 



2l Non- written disclosures (Rnle 70.9) 

Date of Ymtten disclosure 

Kind of non- written disclosare Date of non-written disclosure referring to non-writfen disclosure 

(day/month/year) (day/month/year) 
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Sheet 10 



ContiDoation oft Boxes I - VIII 

V 2 REASONED STATEMENTS -CITATIGNS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued): ,h„ 
a^L^Th^rior an further fails .0 u«ch or fairly suggest tha. set fonh In indep«Kienl claim 58. n^nely d«. 
STatertiscmLts to electronic books comprising an electronic book daubase. an adverusement database, a 
eSr n^S^gnmem engine, and m«nories within the respective terminals from wtoch retrtev^ 

nSTXeSscnients. Tlte prior art fimher fails to .each or fairly suggest that set ford, m «««epend«U 
dlii^ a W«ed advertisement management system comprising a server that receives requests for decoomc books 

^rL^^boo^Sfddivery .0 terminalTa subscriber collection engine Aat obtains subscriber dau. and e«e«tes 
^fLl^^rEilioLlionlubase for stormg the profiles, a configuration^se. up systen. '"J^-P •"-•^f^'S 
and an advenisemem generation system and a retrieval plan generator for generairog and r«ncvmg a plan for tte 
di^S^oTn^i aSrtisemeoL. Tlte prior art fcrtber fails .0 teach or fairly suggest that set forth « mdq^ndem clauns 
X iTZ^y al^S^or targeting advertisements m an electronic book by identifying electron^ book subscribers^ 
f rf^ . in the book and assigning advertisemems .0 the spots based on die identity of the subscnber. THe 

^fn^SSTelch orS^ggest^Ll set forth in independent claim 123. namely a method for assigning targeted 
^Lt^t^r^^^^t^^^^^^-^ de^^u system in which plural spots are idemifi^ 

^^^S^^tlts'are^igned .0 categories which are divided into groups of users, spot ^^'^^^^ 
S«t«^es and/or a percewage of total viewers in each group, and advertisements are assigned to die tocations. The 
^^^Z^SZ teS. or fairly suggest that set forth in independent claim 127. namely an appaiams that UuTgeis 
Cr.1^^.0 sub^Sin an electrolL book distribution system first and second databases for books and book menu 
'Z^yS,!^^^^ ^ JSLrmines advertisemem spots and aligns advertisements based on the idemity of the 

subscriber^ ^^^^ ^ (5.600.573) reference does not make reference to an electronic bo^ 

dis.ributioiil^"o mal^e iefe««:e .0 a later published nda««l application, and fails to teach or suggest advertising 

within •^^-^'•^7,%^^ ^^iTTsdoses e.«tronic books, however widiin |he persona, con^uur as 
opposed to^;tS.S^\;mr;nmL. m referee* also fails .0 teach or sugges. advertisemem. withm electr^^ 

books, whether targeted or otherwise. 



. NEW CITATIONS - 



US 4 855 725 A (FERNANDEZ) 08 August 1999. see whole document. 
US 5!60o!573 A (HENDRICKS et al) 04 February 1997, see whole document. 
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